
 

Attendance at 3rd Annual Dine Below the Line Dinner Soars 
---Diners Learn About Local Food Insecurity--- 

 
At a recent Saturday evening at Our Lady of Peace Parish Hall in North Brunswick, a wide cross-section of 
Middlesex County diners enjoyed a full course gourmet meal prepared with the kind of ingredients normally 
distributed at local food pantries.  Attendance at this third year of Dine Below the Line more than doubled to 
over 200 diners. 
 
Amid dialog from representatives of MCFOODS (the county food bank), Feeding Middlesex County, Farmers 
Against Hunger and the North Brunswick Food Bank, the event coordinator Doug Wilson warmly welcomed 
the crowd and stressed the importance of fighting hunger. 
 
The menu was created by Doug Wilson with the help of Chef Peter Blake of Rutgers University and a corps of 
volunteer cooks and catering assistants.  Appetizers were pizza crisps, canapes, stuffed eggs followed by an 
extraordinary assortment of entrees such as turkey meatballs, eggplant Florentine, and crispy salmon cakes.  
Desserts included black bean brownies, fruit crepes and cookies. 
 
Jennifer Apostol, the coordinator of MCFOODS, noted, “Two or three of the dishes included the use of matzoh 
in the recipes, and I thought that was so creative in that MCFOODS receives an abundance of matzoh after 
Passover, and often families are unsure how to use this as an ingredient in day to day meals.”  She continued, 
“And many of the recipes were included in a recipe book created by Doug Wilson and Chef Pete and shared 
with the diners.  The recipes were also shared with the more than 100 food pantries and agencies registered 
as MCFOODS participants.” 
 
Sponsored by Provident Bank and St. Peters University Hospital, Dine Below the Line, was a coordinated effort 
of MCFOODS, Feeding Middlesex County and the North Brunswick Food Bank.  A lively cadre of volunteers 
from the North Brunswick Food Bank, Our Lady of Peace Parish and local scouts did everything from setting up 
the dining room, unloading supplies, greeting guests, serving food and cleaning up after the event. 
 
“At Feeding Middlesex County, we often talk about partnering against hunger, and Dine Below the Line was 
truly living proof of such a partnership,” remarked Jane Brady, chair of Feeding Middlesex County. “Guests 
represented county and local government, county non-profits, local businesses, food pantry volunteers, 
parishioners, food pantry clients and many other individual stakeholders in the fight against hunger.” 
 
Another facet of the partnership was the entertainment volunteers:  guitar player Ron Lovely from the 
Middlesex County Office of Facilities Management and Laura Gibbons of Showstoppers Plus who provided 
recorded music and served as event emcee. 
 
Yamille Chaves representing event sponsor Provident Bank, noted that “As guests were leaving, the comments 
I overheard were all positive:  good food, enjoyable music, informative speakers, and it was apparent that 
many attendees would remain devoted to fighting hunger in Middlesex County,” 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Jane Brady    Jennifer Apostol 
bradyamboy@optimum.net  ja@mciauth.com 
732-472-6003   609-409-5033 
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